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ABOUT OUR MEMBERS: 
BIRTHS: 
A daughter, Kaitlyn Elizabeth Halbgewachs, was born to Beth & 

Phillip Halbgewachs (granddaughter of Ron & Nancy 

Halbgewachs) on September 24, 2011 in Seattle, WA. 

A son, Cullen Rhys Toulouse, was born to Johnny & Jenny 

Lawson Toulouse (grandson of Carmie Toulouse) on October 6, 

2011.  CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THEM! 

MEMORIAM:  
Member, Juliette ’Julie’ Blossom, passed to Life Eternal on 

September 15, 2011.  Per her request no Memorial Service was 

held.                                            

Member, John Thomas ‘Tom’ Zepper, passed to Life Eternal on 

September 25, 2011.  A Memorial Service was held on September 

29, 2011 in the Sanctuary with Rev. Mike Elliott officiating. 

Member, Frank Tuffs, passed to Life Eternal on October 15, 

2011.  Frank was an Elder and a Deacon here at FPC prior to 

moving with his wife, Martha, to Roswell, NM.  A private service 

will be held at the Santa Fe National Cemetery. 
                                                                                                     (continued on page  14) 
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A STEWARDSHIP MESSAGE FROM CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR, 

REV. MIKE ELLIOTT 
 

   “The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household 

to the land I will show you.  “I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make 

your name great, and you will be a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you 

I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”  Genesis 12:1-3. 
 

The following story is told by Michael Zacher, pastor at Mount Olivet Lutheran Church in 

Minneapolis.  It tells how his family helped teach him the joy that comes of living in a state 

of gratitude.  

 “I grew up in the late 40's and 50s in Duluth and can remember a special table in the house my 

mom grew up in, my grandma's house. The table was near the kitchen and was always set with a clean 

oil cloth cover and some flowers. I asked who used it and Grandma Langston told me that she'd be 

feeding the hungry men that came to her home. Many were out of work and would come asking for 

odd jobs or a meal. Grandma fed them, often not knowing if she would have enough for her and 

grandpa's own needs. She said that God always provided more than enough. 

 Growing up in Duluth, I watched my father work long hard hours for the Missabe Railroad. 

His job was moving iron ore and taconite from the mines to the Duluth loading docks. He told us 

about a family he'd see each week, with several children, living along the railroad right-of-way 

between Proctor and Virginia. Dad said that they were poor and did not have enough to eat, so he 

would not eat his lunch, but shared it with them as the train stopped to take on water. At Christmas he 

and mom ate less and went out less so they could provide some new clothes for these children. While 

they did this, they and my brother and I never seemed to go without. Mom said God would provide. 

 I remember asking my dad why he was so generous. He said, "Being generous is like 

breathing"......"I'll show you what I mean". Breathe In – try it! Now Hold It – Hold It. Ok let it out."  

Dad said being generous is like breathing...If you continue to only take things in...and never give out 

or share you won't live or survive for very long."” 

 Living in a state of gratitude reminds us that the things, the blessings we possess are not ours 

to hold onto for very long, even in the best of circumstances.  They, like everything else about our 

lives, are blessings entrusted to us to use for God’s children.  Gratitude reminds us that the real joy of 

life is becoming a blessing to those around us.  Gratitude reminds us to invest ourselves and our 

resources in ways that multiply our blessings so that they may bless others.  

 Just as Abraham was blessed by God so that all peoples could be blessed through him, 

we too are blessed by God in so many way in order for us to bless others with our gifts of time, talent 

and treasure.  Later in Abrams story, he would discover the God Who Provides in all ways and in all 

situations.  That very God of Abram continues to bless and provide for us.                  (continued on page 2) 
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(continued from page 1) 

 Through Abram, God blessed and continues to bless God’s children.  That is Abram’s legacy to 

us.  The important question for us is this: “What will be the legacy that we leave to the generations 

that follows us?”  Will that legacy testify to the abundance of God's goodness to us?  Does it witness 

to the generosity that grows out of our faith that rests on God’s providence and blessing in our lives?  

As we enter this season of Thanksgiving and plan the church’s programs and budget for 2012, 

please consider how your state of gratitude is calling you to help support our work and mission in this 

time and place. 

---Pastor Mike  

CHURCH DIRECTORY PHOTOS 
Remember your Appointment for your photo with Kim Jew 

Photographers  this month.  Photos will be made in the Southwest Room 

on Saturday and Sunday November 5 and 6, and 12 and 13.  Each 

appointment will only take about 15 minutes.  It is important to have everyone in this 

new directory. 

THIRD SUNDAY LUNCHEON IN NOVEMBER 
  

ALL-CHURCH FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON:  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 20TH, 12:00 NOON, FELLOWSHIP HALL 

PLEASE REMEMBER TO BRING A DESSERT TO SHARE. 

A FREE-WILL OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN. 

PER CAPITA FOR 2012 
  The 2011 per capita assessment is $34.00.  If you haven't remembered to pay yours yet, please 

do so soon.  On December 31st, our next payment for the 2012 per capita is due.  It currently costs us 

just over $35,000, to support the higher governing bodies of the PC(USA).  Thank you! 

THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY CLOSINGS: 

A CHILD’S GARDEN WILL BE CLOSED 

NOVEMBER 23RD-25TH. 

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

NOVEMBER 24TH AND 25TH. 

DONõT FORGET: 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  AT 2:00 A.M.  
ON NOVEMBER 6TH.  SET YOUR CLOCKS BACK  

BEFORE RETIRING ON SATURDAY SO  
YOUõLL BE ON TIME  FOR CHURCH ON SUNDAY! 
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We apologize if we have inadvertently left your name off of this Birthday List, but please  

call us at 764-2900 and let us know so that we can add you to the list. 

OUR FAMILY OF FAITH NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1 

Zack Dales 

Sandra Jackson 

2 

Kathleen Browning 

Cynthia Cote 

Patricia MacCallum 

Mary Jane Roberts 

3 

Lara Halbgewachs 

Gus Macleod 

Ken Payne 

Caitlin Potter 

Carson Smith 

4 

Jamie May 

Brandon O’Keefe 

Avonlea Samora 

Debra Stibick 

5 

Jane Kelly 

6 

Richard Adams 

Steven Lambert 

Frank Truby 

Duane Wenderoth 

7 

Caroline Dilts 

Rose Mason 

Gary Ness 

8 

Ian McRoberts 

Melissa Pack 

Betsy Truby 

9 

Kenneth Salazar 

10 

Alvin Batz 

Ann Leonard 

Mary Anne Meredith 

Susan Murphy 

Kayla Rosado 

Victor Sanchez 

11 

Earl Holmsten 

Margaret McReynolds 

12 

Keirschen Maize 

Leslie Seum 

13 

Kathleen Church 

14 

15 

Ann Bell 

Barbara MacFarlane 

Amy Sattler 

Mark Yarbrough 

16 

Enrique Michel 

Andrew Peake 

Curtis Porter 

Dave Van Meter 

17 

Doug McCausland 

18 

Ethan Sadler 

19 

Lorraine Cleghorn 

Julie Daffron 

20 

McKay Comer 

Luke Mather 

Betty Waller 

21 

Stuart Allmon 

Aciel Brown 

Keri Hussey 

James Stewart 

Christian Toulouse 

22 

Mark Bieniarz 

Romon Enjady 

Gayle Puls 

 

23 

Marjorie Buck 

Glenna Hayes 

Jeanne McIntosh 

Antje Muir 

24 

Joseph Macleod 

25 

Yukiko Barrett 

William Boettcher 

Danielle Johnston 

26 

Cindy Morris 

Patricia Willins 

27 

Mikkaila Campbell 

Joan Farris 

28 

Alice Blackley 

Norm Brown 

Mary Culbertson 

Russell Dilts 

Sharon Elliott 

29 

Edward Beaumont 

Wanda O’Nan 

30 

Mary Edgar 
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OUR MEMBERS (continued from page 16)  
OUR SYMPATHY TO: 
Member, Bart Darrow, on the death of his brother, Robert ’Bob’ Darrow, on October 2, 2011.  A 

Memorial Service was held on October 7, 2011 in the Chapel with Rev. Mike Elliott officiating. 

Member, Nina Martinez Burger (and Robert ‘Robbie’ Martinez) on the death of Nina’s father 

(grandfather) on October 3, 2011.  A graveside service was held on October 10, 2011 at the National 

Cemetery in Santa Fe with Rev. Mike Elliott officiating. 

Members, Mike & Gerri Dempsey, on the death of their infant grandson, Micah Matthew 

Dempsey, on October 6, 2011 (Micah was born on October 4, 2011). 
 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for our church family’s loved ones 

serving in the Middle East and elsewhere:  Jarrett Gibson/Korea (Navajo 

Godson of Robert Custer); Dion Greg Chilson/Iraq; Tyler Donnell/Iraq 

(close friend of Jean Cates); Daniel Baldorama/Iraq (a family friend); 

member, Amy Wilson/Korea; Devin Hollingsworth/Afghanistan again 

(nephew of Bud and Holly Hodgin]; Robert Windfield/Iraq (friend of Dorothy & Bob Cole); Keith 

Adams/Afghanistan (friend of Heidi Sims); Meg Ford and Taylor Ford [brother and sister]/

Afghanistan (friends of Lynette & Allen Darrow); Marshall Farris/Iraq (son of John & Jo Margaret 

Farris); Clay Simmons/Iraq and Tyler Smith/Afghanistan (friends of Alicia Cunningham). 

PRESBYTERIAN SENIOR LEAGUE - NOVEMBER 11TH 

CHILDREN’S OPERA - SHOES FOR THE SANTO NIÑO 
 Regina Carlow, UNM Associate Professor of Music and Artistic Director of the UNM 

Children's Chorus, and Julia Church Hoffman, a conductor of the UNM Children's Chorus will share 

the collaborative children's opera project, Shoes for the Santo Niño. Based on the story by Peggy Pond 

Church this children’s opera is commissioned for the UNM Children's Chorus by UNM's Department 

of Music in collaboration with the Santa Fe Opera.  The opera's debut will be December 16 & 17 at 

the National Hispanic Cultural Center, with repeat performances at the Lensic in Santa Fe, January 6 

& 7, in celebration of New Mexico's Centennial. 

 Everyone is welcome!  Don’t miss this PSL luncheon and program on Friday, November 11 

at 11:30 AM in Fellowship Hall.  Our luncheon will be turkey & dressing, mashed potatoes, and 

pumpkin pie for dessert.  Please sign up with the Duty Elder on Sundays prior to the program or 

call the church at 764-2900 no later than 3:00 PM on Tuesday, November 8.  Your cost remains 

the same as last year, only $8. 

PRESBYTERY OF SANTA FE TRIP TO CUBA, NOVEMBER 4-14, 2011 
 Please include the following Cuba trip travelers in your prayers as well as prayers for our 

brothers and sisters in Cuba:  from FPC: Ann Dinius, Karen Hill, Judd McRoberts and Susan 

Smith, who will be joined by Jensen Blankinship, Dan & Gayle Pedrick of Covenant PC, Sam 

Moorman of New Life PC, Frank & Sharon Yates of St. Andrew PC, Jeannine Potter of Las Placitas 

PC, and Al Kissling of FPC, Las Cruces.   

NOTE: NO HEALTH ISSUES SEMINAR FOR NOVEMBER 
Watch for information in the December Messenger for the next presentation. 
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THOUGHTS IN TRANSITION ~ FOR NOVEMBER 2011 
ponderings from Pastor John 

      I  often think of a verse or Scriptural notion as I ponder what to write to you all 

for my monthly newsletter article. As you read this we will be starting our third 

month together; last month I gave an overall, summary kind of view of the Six 

Tasks we are [and will] work on together, and how those tasks were ‘discovered.’ 

This month I want to write about how we might sequence our work together in the coming 

months, and the ‘markers’ that we will pass together. The verse that comes to my mind is from St. 

Paul, writing to the church in Corinth. [1 Corinthians 14: 40]  “Do all things decently and in order.” 

perhaps echoing an earlier thought in verse 33:  “For God is a God not of disorder, but of peace.” 

All I’m really saying is that there is an order to what we are doing, and for this month, I’ll lay out 

for you the “mile-stones” that we will pass as we work on the 6 Tasks. 

1) “Getting to Know You” As we meet, greet and grow in understanding of one another, you’ll get 

used to my ‘voice’ and style, and I’ll learn to understand, relate to and work with you and your 

organization. I’ve been invited to several TGIF groups, and will continue that; I’m attending almost 

all committee and other entity groups, and a number of folks have dropped by to chat.  So, if you want 

me to attend your group, or meet with you, let me know. Carolyn is a gem, and will set that up for us. 

2) Officer Training The second ‘mile-stone’ is that early on, I find venues to set out the 6 Tasks 

and get as many people in the leadership of a church as possible, equipped with a basic understanding 

of what the congregation’s work is, that will most effectively discern and create their future. For this 

‘mile-stone,’ we have embarked on a series of training events for all officers; these are: Deacons and 

Ruling Elders, currently active, ‘retiring’ and elect. The training is actually open to any person 

sufficiently interested to join; so, if you are feeling the urge, simply contact Carolyn or me and we’ll 

include you. 

3) Transitional Tactics Team The third ‘mile-stone’ is to form a team that will work with the 

transitional pastor, Session and congregation to craft the specifics of how/when/what to do 

specifically, to complete, well enough, the 6 Tasks. This Team is, ideally: less than 12 people; 

comprised of persons deeply knowledgeable of and involved in the life of FPC; growing in their own 

discipleship for Jesus Christ; have sufficient time to commit to weekly meetings for a couple of 

months [then tapering off to monthly and then bimonthly]; and willing to pray daily for our 

congregation’s work and future. If this sounds like you, please let me know! I will recruit the TTT 

immediately following the conclusion of the training period, in late January 2012. 

4 & 5) Two All-Church, Whole-Congregation Events: 

 4) “Harvesting” our History 

Mile-Stone 4 will be an extended, whole-congregational reflection on our history, finding where 

each individual is a part of that, and what specifics we want to ‘harvest’ from our history that will be 

part of our continuing missions, values and lessons learned. We will, most probably [subject to the 

leading of the TTT] construct a physical timeline to aid us visually in this learning process. 

5) Identity and Mission Study 

The fifth mile-stone, which we will work through together, is also a whole-congregation process. 

During this time, we will seek God’s leading about who we are, at this moment in our history, and                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                                          (continued on page 7)  
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CHRISTMAS FOOD BOXES FOR CAMINO DE 

VIDA, NEW CHURCH DEVELOPMENT. 
 Each year, First Presbyterian Church collects food and cash 

donations to fill holiday food boxes.  This year, the Mission 

Committee will collect food for families served by Camino de 

Vida, a new church development in Southwest Albuquerque 

jointly sponsored by the Presbyterian Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church of America.  

Camino de Vida is led by Rev. Guillermo Yela and his wife, Ciria Yela.  This new Spanish-speaking 

church has a vital ministry of worship and service in the community.  First Presbyterian’s Mission 

Committee has supported Guillermo Yela and Camino de Vida, since its founding two years ago, and 

we look forward to working with them on this important mission project.   

 Many Albuquerque families rely on schools to provide breakfast and lunch for their children; 

often they do not have enough to eat during school breaks.  Last year we filled 60 boxes with food and 

provided an additional two bags of food for each family.  This year our goal is to increase our giving 

to 75 boxes of food.  We will supplement the food given by the congregation with food purchased 

with donated money.  Any remaining food and/or money will be donated to the Rio Grande Food 

Project.   

 Our food drive begins the first Sunday in Advent, November 27th, and will continue through 

the 4rd Sunday of Advent, December 18th.  We will deliver the food boxes the following morning, 

Monday, December 19th.  You can help sort food as it is donated or shop for the other items.  Please, 

sign up to help in the church office or by contacting Karen Hill or the Mission Committee.   
 

Food Drive Schedule:   
 

Sunday, Nov 27th – 1st Sunday in Advent – Food drive begins.   

Please bring:  Non-perishable holiday foods, such as canned green beans, cream of mushroom soup, 

boxes of stuffing mix or scalloped or au gratin potatoes, canned cranberry sauce and boxed bread and 

cake mixes.  You may also make monetary donations to purchase canned hams. 
 

Sunday, December 4th – 2nd Sunday in Advent – Food drive continues. 

Please bring:  Non-perishable lunch foods, such as canned soups and meats, spaghetti, peanut butter, 

jelly and crackers.  Monetary donations will purchase bread.     
 

Sunday December 11th – 3rd Sunday in Advent – Food drive continues.   
Please bring:  Non-perishable breakfast foods, such as boxes of cereal, individual packages of apple 

sauce, raisins or containers of peaches or mixed fruit.  Monetary donations will purchase fresh fruit. 
 

Sunday, December 18th – 4th Sunday in Advent – Food drive ends. 

Please bring:  pinto beans, rice, peanut butter, tuna fish, canned stew, spaghetti-o’s or other canned 

meals.  Monetary donations will purchase final items. 
 

Come, help pack the boxes and sort the food at tonight’s Advent Event from 4:30-6:30 pm.   
 

Monday, December 19th – Food Box Delivery 

Meet in Fellowship Hall at 9.30am to load cars and take the food boxes to Camino de Vida.  Please, 

sign up to help with Karen Hill or in the church office.   

 

Thank you for your generosity and your help. 
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FROM A CHILD’S GARDEN 
Celebrating 40 years in the Garden, from Marjorie Buck 

A Child’s Garden Preschool has 

influenced my life more than any other 

place in my adult life.  Of course, for me, 

it is intertwined with First Presbyterian 

Church.  I have been blessed by being 

raised in loving Christian communities.   I grew up on the 

Menaul School campus where my father taught. We attended 

First Presbyterian Church every Sunday.  Then as a young 

mother, my family was nurtured at ACG.  I could not 

imagine why my mother, Emily Buck, a founder of ACG, 

encouraged me to enroll my then only child at age 2.  “She 

needs some peers to play with,” was the explanation.  Now it 

has been 40 years since Emily helped ACG get started and 2 

generations of my family that have grown in “The Garden”.  

I did not get to experience “The Garden” as a child, but my 3 

daughters did.  I was fortunate to work as the school nurse of 

11 years while they were there.  The growth of us all was 

carefully tended during those years.  My daughters returned to work there during college summer 

vacations.  This magical place for children is also a wonderful place for staff, parents and 

grandparents.  All who enter “The Garden” are seen as special and valuable.  These days when I take 

my 2 grandsons there, I feel the security, richness, stimulation and joy of the place.  I am so grateful 

to the founding mothers, all the staff over the years and the supportive connection with FPC for 

making this special place possible.  I know the future is better because of the nurturing our young 

children and families receive at a Child’s Garden. 
 

FROM ACG 

¶ As the 40th anniversary of A Child’s Garden activities continue to be promoted, we want to 

especially recognize and thank John Meister for the 40th design. 

¶      Just in the time for the holidays…baking made simple. 

A Child’s Garden will be selling cookie dough for a fundraiser.  Order forms will be available 

November 1-21.  If you would like to order, please contact the ACG office at 764-2920 or email 

Susan Smith at susansmith@firstpresabq.org.  Thank you in advance for supporting the children in 

the Garden. 

Affirming the preciousness of each 
 

Child, family, staff member; 

Helping seeds sprout 

Into full 

Life. 

Developmentally based on 

Sound principles, 
 

Guiding the children, 

Awakening potentials, 

Reaching  

Deep inside, the child finds courage to 

Explore the world, 

Now and in the future. 

NOVEMBER FAMILIES WITH  

YOUNG CHILDREN EVENT 
Saturday, November 5th, 5:00 p.m., Westminster Youth Room 

(Downstairs) 

FAMILY DINNER & A MOVIE NIGHT 

Bring a side dish to share as Dona & Gene Arnot  

are making the main course! 

mailto:susansmith@firstpresabq.org
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Sun, November 6 
 

No youth groupðsorry, 
Karenôs in Cuba (the island, 
not the town!)   
 

Fri, Nov 11ï Sun, Nov 13 
 

Presbytery Mid-High Retreat 
in Las Vegas (the original!)  
No youth group tonighté 
 

Sun, November 20 
 

Youth group tonight from 5-
7pm in Westmin.  Weôll play 
some games, talk about God 
& eat some dinner.  Ever won-
der why there are so many ver-
sions of the Bible?  Come, to-
night to learn moreé. 
 

 

 

Thurs, November 24  
 

Happy Thanksgiving - Take a 
moment to give thanks for all 
your blessings!   
 

Sun, November 27 
 

Hanging of the Greensðhelp 
decorate the church for Ad-
vent after the 11am worship 
service.  There will be snacks! 
 

 

 

 

 

Oh, yes, itôs Pie Night! Meet 
at Karenôs from 4-7pm. 824 
Indiana St SE.  Bring a pie 
(or healthy snack) to share.  
Weôll watch a fine film, eat 
some food & torment the 
cats.  Call Karen for direc-
tions 331-7101.   

 

A.  They suspected 

him of fowl play! 

Q.  Why did the 

police arrest the 

turkey? 

Happy Birthday! 
¶ 11/3 Gus Macleod 

¶ 11/10 Kayla Rosado   

¶ 11/19 Julie Daffron 

Poinsettia & Pizza Dec 2 

Advent Event Iñ
White Elephant 

Dec 4 

Advent Event IIñ
Xmas Caroling 

Dec 11 

Advent Event IIIñ
Packing food box-
es 

Dec 18 

Xmas Eve Services  
@ 5pm, 8pm, 
11pm 

Dec 24 

Ski Weekend??? Jan 13-15 

Souper Bowl  
Shopping 

Feb 12 

High School Re-
treat @ the Ranch 

Mar 2ð 4 

 

Coming SOOON 

November Youth Group  
 First Presbyterian Church 

Q. Why did the police 
arrest the turkey? 
 
A. They suspected 

him of fowl play! 

Q. How come turkeys 
arenôt allowed in 
church? 

A. They use such fowl 
languages! 

Nooo,   

not chicken! 

Turkey tastes      

terrible! Eat 

more chicken... 
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MARK YOUR 

CALENDARS! 
From November 

13th - 20th First Presbyterian Church once again has 

the opportunity to participate in Family Promise.   
 During that time we will be hosting up to three 

homeless families as they make efforts to find homes and 

jobs.  We will be needing volunteers to serve as dinner hosts, 

weekend hosts, overnight hosts, and van drivers.  If you have never participated 

in this endeavor, you can be matched up with someone who has.  Sign up on the board 

in Commons I or by contacting our coordinators, Ann Calderwood or Sandy Seligman.  

We heard from Susan Smith on Children’s Sabbath about meeting a young woman, 

who along with her baby, was our first Family Promise guest three years ago and is 

now a student at CNM.  Family Promise and this church gave her safe haven and 

helped her begin again.  What we do here makes a difference in the lives of many 

people, so please help us continue to serve our community.  You’ll be glad you did! (See THANK 

YOU NOTES to Family Promise on page 11.)  

90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY 2011 
 If you were unable to attend the Birthday Celebration for our members 90 

years+ on Thursday, October 13th, you truly missed a fun-filled event! Honorees 

were greeted with lovely old-fashioned wrist corsages or 

boutonnieres, and, in accord with this year’s theme of “SENIOR 

PROM”, had their photos taken under a balloon arch [see 

honorees June & Jim Clark at left].  Following a Communion 

Worship Service, everyone was treated to a wonderful luncheon 

with a menu of meat loaf w/mushroom gravy, twice-baked 

potatoes, green beans, cranberry-raspberry salad & rolls by Dona 

Arnot and a host of sous chefs.  Delightful & 

delicious cupcakes made by Patti May completed 

the meal as well as decorating the tables.  

Fellowship Hall was aptly decorated 

with an abundance of floating balloons.  

Attendees were entertained by a 

Barbershop Quartet. Children from A 

Child’s Garden not only sang “Happy 

Birthday” to our honorees, but 

personally delivered hand made birthday cards to each of them. 

Members of the Tin Lizzies of Albuquerque graciously brought 3 

of their charming Model T’s which provided great backdrops for 

photos and reminiscent conversation starters.  Thanks to 

photographers, Chuck Hall & Tom H. Davis, honorees were 

treated to their balloon arch photos framed and bow tied.  Twenty-

nine of our fifty 90+ honorees were able to attend the event! 
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MEMBER, ART DURAN, TO SPEAK TO FPC MEN’S ASSOCIATION 
 Art Duran will Talk to the Men's Association Breakfast on Saturday, November 5, 2011 at 

8:30 AM.  His talk is titled "From a Presbyterian Mission School in Rural Northern New Mexico to 

Coaching Sports Around the World"    

PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE:  The Men's Association will now meet  

on the first Saturday of the month.  

Art Duran, a long term member of FPC, developed a love for sports while in grade school -- 

particularly basketball..  He excelled in sports while attending Allison-James Junior High School in 

Santa Fe & Menaul School in ABQ.  He set records in both football & basketball.  At UNM he also 

did track.  After graduating from UNM, getting a Masters Degree from Indiana University & doing 

Doctoral work at the U of Oregon he ended up coaching on five continents including being coach for 

the Olympic basketball team in Brazil.   

 We are now meeting on the first Saturday of the month at 8:30 AM (NOTE new date & 

later starting time) in the basement of the Presbyterian Hospital at 1100 Central Ave. SE.  No 

reservations are needed.  Just get your food in the cafeteria (basement level = S2 on the elevator) and 

head to our meeting room, which for November ONLY is the Presbyterian Room.     

MARTINEZTOWN HOUSE OF NEIGHBORLY SERVICE 
 It is with sadness that the Board of Directors of Martineztown House of 

Neighborly Service sends you the following information. 

 After more than 85 years of service to the Albuquerque community, the 

Martineztown House of Neighborly Service will suspend its services for the next 

six months, effective October 31, 2011.  The decision was made by the Board of 

Directors in light of enrollment being at less than one third the capacity, a net loss 

of more than $150,000 over the last four years, and a reserve account nearing 

depletion.   

  This is sad news.  However, the board will continue intact and input will be 

sought to modify the vision of the House and replenish the reserves in hopes of reopening at a later 

date.  The Board extends a special thank you to Executive Director, Eugenia Cabiedes, for twenty 

years of dedicated service.  Thank you also to the committed staff, the Presbytery, churches, and 

individual donors whose contributions helped the House touch thousands of lives.   

  The Board encourages churches and individuals who planned to give to the House for 2011 and 

2012 to PLEASE follow through on that intention, and is grateful to the Presbytery for its commitment 

to the 2012 budget. Funding is still needed for continued expenses and to prepare for the 

future.  Please keep everyone affected by this decision in your prayers. 

DR. JAMES YEAGER IN ORGAN RECITAL 
 FPC Organist and Music Director, Dr. James Yeager, will have  a 30 minute organ recital at St. 

John Cathedral Albuquerque, at :3:30 p.m. Sunday November 6th, 2011 followed by choral 

evensong with the Cathedral Choir (lasts about 45 minutes). The program for the organ recital will be 

two major organ works, the Concerto in D minor after Vivaldi by Johann Sebastian Bach, and the 

First Sonate for Organ by Paul Hindemith. Everyone is encouraged to attend both the recital and the 

choral event. 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN 
 Presbyterian Women want to congratulate the Deacons and all others 

involved in the 90th Birthday Party.  It was maybe the best ever! 

 On Thursday, December 15th, we will have turkey and all the trimmings 

fixed by our own Mary Brown, music by the Menaul School chorus, and maybe a 

few Christmas stories.  All FPC Staff are invited as our guests, and PW members 

are urged to put this date on their calendars.  This is the time when we donate to the THANK 

Offering,  part of the proceeds of which go to remodel the Menaul dorms for the 30 some boarding 

students at Menaul.  They are adding new life to our only remaining Presbyterian secondary school in 

the United States. 

 This goes to press before our Coffee to benefit the Martineztown House of Neighborly Service, 

so I will have to give you the results of it next time. 

 In case you think all PW does is party…  We also study the Presbyterian Women Bible Study 

lessons (Beatitudes this year), make items for the Sunbonnet Shop, form lasting Christian friendships, 

and participate in the active life of the church and our congregation in numerous ways. 

Your PW Moderator, Marita Marshall  

A YEAR OF LOAVES AND FISHES  
 As we proceed in our Year of Loaves and Fishes, we ask that as you grocery 

shop in November, please remember the Rio Grande Food Project (RGFP).  Your gift 

of food or money is always appreciated.  Hunger continues to rise in our community 

and our nation; please help feed our neighbors.  You can place your food donations in 

the shopping cart in Commons II.  We will again be tracking the food given to RGFP 

on our “thermometer” poster and will have it out for you to view our progress. 

THANK YOU NOTES TO FAMILY PROMISE 
¶ To Family Promise Program/Volunteers — We joined the program in May and we are going into a 

program call Saranam.  We wanted to thank everyone for their help and riding this rollercoaster 

ride with us.  We learned a lot about ourselves & our future.  Without you guys “volunteers” this 

program would be nothing.  Again thank you very much for the food, for your time and prayers & 

support.  The Guerro Family, Haven, Meredith, Bianca, & Nevah 

 

¶ I would like to say a huge thank you to all coordinators and volunteers for all of your help and 

support!  You have all been so awesome to myself and my children.  While in the program I have 

been able to obtain employment, save money to rent a house, yay! And still be able to pay my cur-

rent bills and stay on top of things.  Oh yeah, I was able to buy a car while in the program.  Thanks 

again to all for everything!   Kelly 

 

¶ To Family Promise Staff and Volunteers — My Family would like to thank you for helping us 

when we were homeless.  Thank you for letting us stay in your churches.  Your staff at the church-

es were very caring and nice.  We would love to help when you need it to be able to help other 

families.  Love you guys, Aarica, Faith, Jacob, Joseph, Nathane, Jayleu  
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ADVENT EVENING EVENTS 
 Come and celebrate the season of Advent with your church family!  

All ages are welcome.  Each evening event will be from 4:30 – 6:30 PM. 
 

Sunday, December 4 

¶ Adults will meet with James Yeager for an organ concert and musical     

education. 

¶ The youth will meet with Karen in the Southwest Room for the annual 

White Elephant Gift Exchange. 

¶ Children and their families will be in fellowship hall for cookie 

decorations (and eating!). 

¶ The evening will conclude with dinner. 
 

Sunday, December 11 

¶ We will all meet in the fellowship hall for refreshments and practice before we head to Manzano 

Del Sol for caroling.   
 

Sunday, December 18 

¶ Everyone is needed to help us pack 70 food boxes for our neighbors in need of food this holiday 

season.  Plan to stay for a light supper. 

 

HANGING OF THE GREENS! 
Sunday, November 27, following worship: 

Come! Deck our ‘halls’ … ! We’ll have an enjoyable time decorating our 

Sanctuary and Commons areas for Advent and Christmas. 

We will gather after worship in the Fellowship Hall for a snack to sustain us 

in our work, and then get busy hanging the decorations for Advent. If you 

know before the 27th that you plan to join the work party, please drop by the 

office and sign up, so we will know how many goodies to get for all of you.   

The Hanging of the Greens begins our series of Advent Events, though all 

the rest will be at 4:30 p.m. … and can be part of our individual and family 

preparation for Christ’s advent among us this year. 

Decking our halls is an inter-generational event, so parents, bring your children of all ages; a light 

lunch will be provided. 

If you have any questions, please call the church office. 

CALLING YOUNG MUSCIANS 
 Are you interested in playing for the 5:00 Christmas Eve Service for 

children and their families?  If you are under 18 and wish to sing or play an 

instrument, you are invited to be a part of the music leadership for that 

service.  Please let Libby (libbywhiteley@firstpresabq.org or 764-2924) know by 

Dec. 1 if you wish to perform.  Musical numbers will be selected on a first come, 

first serve basis.  We will schedule a time for you to meet with our music 

director, James Yeager, for practice before the service.  We must hear from you 

by Dec. 1 if you plan to be a part of this service. 
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(continued from page 3) 

what God is leading us to be and do for Jesus’ work in this city, state and around the world. This time of 

discerning a current identity and articulating to ourselves what we believe God is calling this church to in 

the immediate future … is often an exciting and energetic time, as the congregation begins to see clearly 

their path to the future! 

Also note that congregation Tasks 3-6 are mostly not visible as ‘mile-stones’ that we clearly pass on 

our transitional journey together; these tasks mostly permeate the whole of our time together. 

Task 3: Nurturing Denominational Relationships, happens prior to and all through our work together. 

Note: all through these mile-stones in our journey together, our Presbytery and Committee on Ministry 

Liaison, the Rev. Frank Yates, have been, and will be, attentive and available to us for guidance, support 

and continuing prayer. This is part of the Third Task, which I wrote about last month. 

And, Task 4: Leadership Development, also happens throughout our process, with leaders stepping 

back as they are so led, and others stepping forward, as they are so led. Yes, the Officer Training is a clear 

mile-stone in this process, but I want to emphasize that leadership development is something that goes on 

throughout our work together. 

Also, Task 6: Increasing the Spiritual ‘Temperature’ of the congregation is certainly a continuing part 

of our normal Christian living and growing as Disciple~Stewards for Jesus, God’s Messiah. This growth 

implies no present lack in our congregational life, but can be part of the positive energy that typically 

builds through the transitional time. 

And, so, we are left with Task 5: “Preparing for new Pastoral leadership.” In some senses, this task 

goes on throughout our work together. However, it ‘ripens to maturity’ in the final phase of our work. One 

very clear, and welcome, mile-stone marks this time. 

6) Election of the Pastor Nominating Committee 

To prepare for seeking, calling and installing your next pastoral leader, we pull together all the 

learnings, perspectives, data, and current articulation of our identity and call into our chosen form of 

Mission Study Report. 

When this is accomplished to everyone’s satisfaction, we will then be given authority to elect our PNC 

[as the Pastor Nominating Committee is known in our beloved Presbyterian alphabet-speak!] This is a 

joyous and significant mile-stone in our time, and indicates that we’re coming down the back stretch of 

our work together. 

NOTE: this election is some time off in our future.  I have already been asked when we plan to elect 

the PNC, that will be sometime in our future as this is a near final, mile-stone … :-) 

7) Final ‘Mile-Stone’ of our work 

The final mile-stone of our work will be when the PNC presents their chosen candidate for your 

affirmation. My departure from among us will be, most normally, shortly before this occurs. 

So, I hope this will help order in your mind and heart the clear markers that we will create together as 

we worship, talk, serve and work together for the future of First Presbyterian Church. 

Please feel free to discuss with me any thoughts you may have at any time! 

Your temporary shepherd, John 

Work for our common good; love openly; and, get to know God better this month! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1.  

9:30 AM Archives 

9:30 AM Sunbonnet 

 

 

 

4:30 PM Tuesday Study & Prayer 

5:00 PM Alb. Boy Choir Rehearsal 

6:00 PM Membership Committee 

 

2.   
 

10:00 AM Program Staff Meeting 

 

 

1:30 PM Whitechapel Bells 

Rehearsal 

 

 

 

6:30 PM Disciple Bible Study I   

7:00 PM Chancel Choir  

7:45 PM AA Meeting 

3. 
8:15 AM ACG Staff Meeting 

9:30 AM PW Circle (Bible Study 

Church) 
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10:00 AM PW Circle (Christian History 
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6:30 PM PAPA Orchestra 
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Directory Photos Being Taken 

8:30 PM Men’s Association 
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Downtown) 

Cuba Missioners leave 

 

5:00 PM Families w/Young 

Children Event: Dinner & A 

Movie Night 

(Westminster Youth Rooms) 

                 

                Set Clocks BACK 

                Before Retiring  

6.   STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS (2AM) 

8:00 AM-5:00 PM Kim Jew Directory Photos 

Being Taken 

8:15 AM Family Choir Rehearsal 

8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Fellowship Hall 

9:30 AM Children’s Choir Rehearsal 
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5:00 PM NO YOUTH GROUP 
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6:30 PM Disciple Bible Study I 

7:00 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
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8:15 AM ACG Staff Meeting 

9:00-10:00 AM ACG Grand Friends 

Day (ACG Classrooms) 

9:00 AM All Faiths Pie Baking 

10:00 AM PW Coordinating Team 

Meeting 

 

2:00 PM Called Back to the Well Group 
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20,  DEDICATION SUNDAY 
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8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Fellowship Hall 

9:30 AM Children’s Choir Rehearsal 

10:00 AM Sunday School 
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