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ABOUT OUR MEMBERS:

BIRTHS:

Camden Cole Erdman was born to Colleen & Keith Erdman (grandson
of Bob & Dorothy Cole) on June 6, 2011.

Dylan Roble Browning was born on June 7, 2011 and adopted by Andy
& Kirsten Browning (grandson of Sheldon Kalberg, nephew of Lisa
Kalberg) in Oklahoma City, OK.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL OF THEM!

OUR SYMPATHY TO: Mavis Denetdele-Perry & Joseph Perry,
Jr. on the death of Mavis’ son, Eric Yazzie on May 17, 2011.

IN MEMORIAM: Former Assistant Pastor (1968-1970) & Interim
Pastor (1974-1975), The Rev. Jay Confair, joined the Church
Triumphant on June 21, 2011 in Peoria, AZ. No word yet about

services.
l T Middle East and elsewhere: Jarrett Gibson/

Korea (Navajo Godson of Robert Custer);

FOR OUR MILITARY Dion Greg Chilson/Iraq; Tyler Donnell/Iraq
(close friend of Jean Cates); Daniel Baldorama/Iraq (a family friend);
member, Amy Wilson/Korea; Devin Hollingsworth/Afghanistan again

(nephew of Bud and Holly Hodgin]; Robert Windfield/Iraq (friend of
Dorothy & Bob Cole); Keith Adams/Afghanistan (friend of Heidi Sims).
PRAYERS OF PRAISE & THANKSGIVING: Tyson Walsh
(husband of Jennifer (Wolfe) Walsh) is home safely from Afghanistan.

PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY for our

church family’s loved ones serving in the
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In order to email members of the FPC Staff, spell out their entire name @firstpresabg.org.
One exception: Sam Mayer is smayer@firstpresabq.org.

AMESSAGE FROM YOUR PERSONNEL COMMITTEE
Dear Members,

Thus far 2011 has been a busy year for the Personnel Committee, as we were designated by the
Session to be the search committee for a transitional pastor. More on that subject in a moment, but
first let me tell you a few things about our regular operations.

Last year, the committee updated both its mission statement and its list of responsibilities. Our
basic mission is to fulfill the Session’s responsibility to provide for the administration of both
ordained and employed staff for the program of the church. In fulfilling this duty we conduct annual
reviews of all program staff, including the adequacy of compensation. Of course, in recent years we
have not had to spend much time on the compensation issue due to the church’s finances. We hope
that changes in the near future. We are also charged with insuring that a concern for equal
employment opportunity, fair employment practices and adequate personnel policies is demonstrated
in all employment situations.

The results of our annual reviews are reported to the Session, and in the case of pastors,
subsequently to the congregation at its annual meeting. Finally, we are charged to maintain the

strictest confidentiality in all of these matters, unless otherwise directed by the Session.
(continued on page 2)

ANNUAL INDEPENDENCE DAY
WORSHIP SERVICE

Sunday, July 3, 2011

Menaul School / Hart Park
(301 Menaul Blvd. NE /Broadway & Menaul)

9:30 a.m. Concert
(Albuguerque Concert Band)

10:00 a.m. — Worship Service
11:00 a.m. — Picnic
COME SHARE IN THE CELEBRATION!!

[See page 2 for details]




(continued from page 1)

In 2010, we also adopted updates to the church’s Personnel Policy Handbook. Some of the
changes were merely long overdue “cleanup” of language, but we adopted substantive changes that
brought us more in line with current policies in churches and other organizations. These changes
related to the use of illegal/controlled substances and computer/internet use in the workplace.

Now, an update on our search committee efforts. Last month’s Messenger had a brief outline
of the process to date. We have since proceeded to interview our top candidates, check their
references and view or listen to their sermons. By the way, we provided them with our references so
that they could learn more about First Presbyterian. Let me assure you that we are reviewing
excellent candidates and that very soon we will be able to announce to you the employment of a
pastor to lead us through this transition and prepare us for our new called pastor. Pray for us in our
deliberations.

Sincerely,
Curtis Porter, Moderator

OUR FAMILY OF FAITH JULY BIRTHDAYS

INDEPENDENCE DAY SERVICE AND PICNIC

) PLEASE JOIN OUR CHURCH FAMILY, along with Second P.C., Covenant
s *\ P.C., New Life P.C., Rio Grande P.C., Shepherd of the Valley P.C., and Cammo de
Vlda for our Annual Independence Day Band Concert, Worship Serv1ce and Picnic.
This event will be Sunday, July 3rd (Concert at 9:30 AM, Worship at 10:00 AM
(The Rev. Tom Hart preaching), Picnic at 11:00 AM) at Menaul School in Hart
Park. The main dish and side dishes, water and utensils will be provided. We ask
that you bring COOKIES [1 DOZEN PER FAMILY]. If you want something other than water
to drink, you’ll need to bring it. You may also want to bring a blanket or lawn chairs to sit on. We
still need several set-up (Sat. & Sun.) and clean-up (Sun.) volunteers for this event. Please
contact Rev. Mike Elliott (764-2900) if you can help .

INDEPENDENCE DAY HOLIDAY CLOSURES:

The Church Oifiice will be CLOSED on Monday, July 4th.
A Child’s Garden will be CLOSED July 4th-8th.

NEW FPC CHORAL CD COMING THIS YEAR
Our Chancel Choir is producing a new CD, called !! SING
TO THE LORD !! This will contain a wonderful
range of music pieces performed by the FPC Chancel Choir y
3 throughout the past year. This limited-production CD is currently Pl
. under development, and will be available for sale later this year. No
advance orders for this CD are being taken at this time. Watch for
updates in the Messenger and in your Sunday bulletin.

CHURCH SUMMER HOURS: JUNE 1ST - AUGUST 31ST
Monday through Thursday: 8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Fridays: 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

1

Ken Cole
Andrew Sanchez
Alex Mendelsohn
Tyler Grambling
Kirsten Salazar

2

Pauline Kuhlmann
Marjorie Rath
Gwen Tedrow
Dean Holtrop
Alisa Hill
Tiffany Hill

3

Ann Wolf

Lane Leckman
Michael Richards
4

Jane Morgan
Anna Reichbach
Breanne Briggs

5

Soren Briggs

6

Janet Parker
Susan Severt
Kathleen Humphrey
Debra Arnot
Stefanie Greiner
Mary Williamson
7

Megan Fletcher
Grady Patterson
8

Hershel Hill
Patsy Duphorne
Barbara Runkle

9

Austin Torrez

10

Roy Palmer

Sara Rhodes

Sarah Beth McIntosh
11

12

Dan Sisk

Harry Drake

13

Edna Boyd

Ronald Ewing
Kenneth Crumley
Jedediah Smith
Matthew Reichbach
Aaron Gill

14

Hedy Sanders
Barbara Throckmorton
15

Brenda McSwain
16

17

Brian Mack

18

Helen Hale
Menhard Albers
Barbara Jimenez

19

Nancy Cooper
Thomas Lavers
Stephen Pack
Dante Duphorne

20

Betsy Blueher Truby
Marie Valverde

21

22

Gerald Algott
Margaret Patrick
Nathanial Daffron

23

Betty Sumpter
John Reitmeyer
Alex Olivas

24

John Thompson
Madison Isom
25

Russel Hiller

26

Nona Browne
Janell Morse
Barbara Sneddon
Allison Kirk
Laynie Butterfield
27

Bruce Black
David Kinney
Miranda Algott
Isabel Morris
28

29

Bobbie Pool
Dorothy Kinum
Michael Wilson
Jennifer Wilson
30

31

Duane Hughes
Bruce Parker
Terry Albers
Natalie Smith
Aric Coffman
Julia Dees

We apologize if we have inadvertently left your name of f of this Birthday List, but please
call us at 764-2900 and let us know so that we can add you to the list.
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(continued from page 3)
forbearance in humility with one another, recognizing that this represents a major shift in our
approach to potential ordinations. In short: breathe deeply (multiple times), pray fervently
(constantly) and react moderately (as often as possible) as we together live into this new
emerging reality.”

What does this mean for First Presbyterian Church:
First Presbyterian has members and clergy on both sides of this issue. We have lived together
respectfully, throughout our history. The national church has changed its mind on a number of
divisive issues in the past, including slavery, divorce, and women’s ordination. Our local
church has survived and, even flourished, in times of change. We will continue to focus on the
unity of our mission and ministry, and we will continue to move ahead trusting in God’s
leading.
If you would like to speak to one of your pastors about this change, please feel free to contact
us at the church office. --- Rev. Karen Hill

N~ SAVE THE DATE NOw!

‘f Ry e PLEASE NOTE THAT THE DATE OF OUR FALL WOMEN'S
re 3,2“)/,43 RETREAT FOR 2011 HAS CHANGED.
amens ] THE RETREAT WILL BE AT GHOST RANCH,
brreat NOVEMBER 11 - 13, 2011,

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY UPDATE 2011

Dear Friends,

Once again our house went up in record time, about ten weeks. Our youth prepared lunch for
all on January 29", thanks again for the great food. I attribute most of the quick build to the fact that
we didn’t build a house in 2010, and when we finally got the land, permits and all, we were ready to
build. As a result I was not quick enough on the draw to sign us up for a Saturday build. My
apologies, to all my volunteers for not scheduling us a day of work on this house.

The ground breaking for this year’s house was January 15", and was dedicated on March 26",
2011. This house marks the 155" house built by Habitat in Albuquerque. The proud new home
owner is April Baca, a single mother of three. A copy of the dedication bulletin is posted on the
Mission bulletin board.

This year, Habitat informed the Presbyterian - Catholic Coalition that they needed to raise the
donor contribution per house from $50,000.00 to $75,000.00. This came as no surprise to us, but the
jump is considerable. Habitat had been, for years now, absorbing the increase in the cost of each
house, hence the big jump. The Coalition hasn’t decided what to do yet, but we do want to keep
building home’s. So it’s obvious we need more money to build each house. This may mean that we
won’t be able to build one house per year, but build one once the money is raised.

On that note, our good friends at Shepherd of the Valley have a Chile Fest fund raiser each
August to raise money for the Habitat house. The all-day event features music, crafters, a book sale,
bake sale, silent auction, kids’ activities, chile roasting, and more. If you would like to contribute
your talents in any of the above mentioned events, Shepherd of the Valley would like to know. I’ll
post contact information and such on the Mission bulletin board in the main hallway. And above all,
go to the Chile Festival if you can.

God Peace to All, Joe Katzenberger

NEWS FROM THE OFFICE OF THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE PC/USA

A majority of the 173 presbyteries of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) have approved a
change in PC(USA) ordination standards.

At its meeting on Tuesday, May 10, 2011, the Presbytery of Twin Cities Area became the 87th
presbytery to approve an amendment that will remove the constitutional requirement that all
ministers, elders, and deacons live in “fidelity within the covenant of marriage between a man and a
woman or chastity in singleness” (G-6.0106b in the church’s Book of Order).

The new language reads, “Standards for ordained service reflect the church’s desire to submit
joyfully to the Lordship of Jesus Christ in all aspects of life (G-1.0000). The governing body
responsible for ordination and/or installation (G.14.0240; G-14.0450) shall examine each
candidate’s calling, gifts, preparation, and suitability for the responsibilities of office. The
examination shall include, but not be limited to, a determination of the candidate’s ability and
commitment to fulfill all requirements as expressed in the constitutional questions for ordination and
installation (W-4.4003). Governing bodies shall be guided by Scripture and the confessions in
applying standards to individual candidates.”

The new provision reaffirms the long-held right and responsibility of ordaining bodies (local
church sessions for deacons and elders or presbyteries for ministers) to determine the suitability of
each candidate for ordination. The effect of the new language also opens up the possibility that
persons in same-gender relationships can be considered for ordination.

The 219th General Assembly (2010) of the PC(USA) approved Amendment 10-A last summer,
but required a majority of presbyteries to ratify the provision for it to become part of the church’s
Constitution.

The change will take effect July 10, 2011, one year after the adjournment of last summer’s
assembly.

In response to the vote, denominational leaders issued a letter to all congregations of the PC
(USA), calling the debate about ordination standards “a Presbyterian family struggle.” The letter goes
on to say that Presbyterians have “sought to find that place where every congregation and every
member, deacon, elder, and minister of the Word and Sacrament can share their gifts in ministry
while, at the same time, the integrity of every congregation, member, deacon, elder, and minister is
respected.”

Additional resources are available at the Office of the General Assembly, www.oga.pcusa.org,
which include a “frequently asked questions” document, liturgical resources, a video podcast by
Gradye Parsons, Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, and Advisory Opinion #24 about the change
to G-6.0106b.

What does the change in ordination standards mean?

The Presbyterian Church/USA has shifted authority for ordination standards from the national

level to the local presbytery and session level.
Some things will not change:

A congregation will continue to have the right to choose the women and men they believe God

is calling to leadership as an elder, a deacon and a minister. A presbytery will continue to have

the right to choose who it will admit for membership.

A note from Sallie Watson, our Regional Presbyter regarding this change:
“There will be many in our presbytery who will rejoice and many who will be distressed by the

passage of Amendment 10-A. My pastoral encouragement is for all of us to practice mutual
(continued on page 10)
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AN UPDATE FROM THE REV. DAVID WHITELEY,

DIRECTOR OF THE RIO GRANDE FOOD PROJECT

Last year the Rio Grande Food Project distributed 212 tons of food, approximately 354,000
meals for 23,000 people. The Food Project is housed at Rio Grande Presbyterian Church, in a work
space of about 350 square feet. It’s hard to imagine that much food collected, stored and distributed
in such a small space — its small physical size makes the Food Project even more miraculous.

The Mission Committee was surprised to learn that First Presbyterian Church is one of the
Food Project’s largest supporters. Last year, we donated 4,236 pounds of food and $11,517 — the
largest financial contribution received from any church.

During the first quarter of this year, the Food Project has noticed a 10% increase in the number
of people served, demonstrating that the financial need in our community is unabated. This comes at
a time when our Federal Government is cutting money available to communities for buying
emergency food, cutting money for food stamps/SNAP, and also decreasing the availability of food
commodities or free food for distribution by local food projects.

Working with the Storehouse, the Rio Grande Food Project received a one-time grant for
capital improvements. The Food Project will purchase a delivery truck and install a walk-in cooler
and freezer with its share of the grant. Last year, the Food Project also partnered with a non-profit
community garden in Corrales, “Seed 2 Need”. The garden produced 6 tons of fresh produce for
distribution by the Food Project. As unemployment and poverty in Albuquerque increase, so does
hunger.

First Presbyterian Church’s Mission Committee is committed to supporting the Rio Grande
Food Project and its Director, David Whiteley. Watch for more information regarding a new food
collection campaign. Please, continue to bring in non-perishable food items to our shopping basket,
located in Commons II. If you would like to volunteer your time or make a direct contribution to the
Rio Grande Food Project, you may do so through their website, www.rgfp.org.

YOUNG FAMILIES EVENT

The Young Families event for July will be a Zoo concert night on Friday, July 15th. The
Eliza Gilkyson Trio will be performing folk music. Gates open at 6:00 p.m. and the show starts at
7:30 p.m. Admission is $10 adults, $5 65+, $3 children 3-12, Zoo members half price. You can bring
you own food and drink. There are also items available for purchase. All are welcome.

Mission Committee News:

SAVE THE DATES FOR FAMILY PROMISE

Family Promise is an interfaith organization, helping churches host homeless families for one
week periods in order to help them get back to work or school and back in permanent housing. This
ministry requires many volunteers — you can help prepare a meal, stay overnight, do some laundry, or
hang out on a weekend day with our guests. First Presbyterian Church will host again on September
4™ - 11™ and November 13" - 20™. Please mark your calendars and sign up to help.

TRAVEL TO CUBA (THE ISLAND OF) NOVEMBER 5-14, 2011
The Presbytery of Santa Fe is sponsoring a partnership trip to Cuba from November 5-14, 2011. Your
application is due by August 1* with a $100 non-refundable deposit. The trip cost is $2,300. Contact
First Presbyterian Church member Susan Keil Smith for more information at susankeill @aol.com .
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< ‘ S FROM A CHILD'S GARDEN
Celebrating 40 years in the Garden, from Linda Rose,
Teacher at ACG

I was a young mom who, before my son was born, worked as a
i y” e ~ kindergarten aide at Griegos Elementary. | remember talking to a friend about
J !\\)«mﬂ'fz.@"»\\'ﬁb % how I wanted to work part time with children but did not want to leave my son,
A Child’s Garden Danny. It was then when she told me about A Child’s Garden. I walked into
ACG for the first time to meet Nancy Thomas and apply for a job. That was a
really special day, because Nancy had just learned that ACG had passed the necessary requirements to
become accredited for the first time, by the National Association for the Education of Young
Children. And, ACG was the FIRST preschool program in New Mexico to achieve such a status.
Teachers were sharing their joy with this achievement, and I thought, “What a great place to work.”

I was hired to work in the infant room on Thursday afternoons when the staff met for training.
The following year, 1988, I was a substitute and had experience in all the classes, learning a lot about
different styles of teaching and what a wonderful place this is for children. It was true here, that
everyone working together had one goal in mind: to create a happy, loving safe place for children to
learn through play, while developing friendships and positive self-esteem.

Over the years, I have seen many of the children when they come back to visit, some to see
teachers, some to inquire about employment, some to bring their children here. It is heart-warming to
see them and see how they are doing. When Nancy retired and Susan Smith became the director, we
added a kindergarten through third grade program for the summer. It is so nice to see those children
again as well and learn of their new adventures.

When it was time for my son to leave ACG, I was a bit apprehensive because I knew that no
matter where he would go to school, it would be tough to be as welcoming as ACG. Danny moved on
many years ago, but I never could. I'm still learning something new each day from the children.
Danny has been married two years now, has bought a house and has two very spoiled dogs.

I know that one day, I will have to move on, and when I do, I will always think fondly of the

years here “at the Garden”. Thanks to First Presbyterian Church for providing the space and for
supporting the work that has made A Child’s Garden a great place for children and their families to
grow.

SAVE THE DATE:
2011 90TH BIRTHDAY PARTY: THURSDAY. OCTOBER 13TH

"WRITE TO HEAL" SPONSORED BY CALLED BACK TO THE WELL

Write To Heal is a five week class using writing as a tool for healing. In these five sessions
we will focus on disappointment, forgiveness, anger, grief and loss. We will use writing as an
opportunity to deal with what may be some unresolved issues and hopefully lead us to a more healed
and whole state. Facilitator Lynne Hinton is an author and minister who believes that writing can
serve both as a spiritual and healing discipline. For more information, contact Sue Joiner at 332-8020.

Date: Thurs, July 14 - Thurs, August 11, 2011

Time: 10:00am - 11:30am

Location: St. Paul Lutheran Church

Cost: $75
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WHO: Jr & Sr High Students from 1st ‘E @
Pres. and St. Andrew Pres. NEW MEMBERS
WHAT: Three Days of Mission Sunday, June 19, 2011

WHERE: 1st Pres. Church,
Westminster Bldg.

Martha Byron became an affiliate member of our congregation on June 19". She is a
member of First Presbyterian Church of Columbia, South Carolina. Martha and her
husband Joseph Byron are in Albuquerque while Joseph is attending acupuncture
training. Martha & Joseph have a 3 month old son, Joseph Byron IV (called J at this

WHEN: Wed., July 6th @ 8 am ~ . ' 10T 1 .
time.) Martha & Joseph would like to join our Young Families Fellowship.

Friday, July 8th @ 5:00 pm

Lynn Farris DeFrees returned and had her membership reinstated on June
19", Lynn is the daughter of Marshall & Joan Farris and grew up in this
congregation with her twin sister Jane and her sister Ann. Lynn moved to California
and, later, to Houston, TX. Lynn works for Hewlett-Packard and is able to work
__| from home, so, she returned to her home of Albuquerque and First Presbyterian.

COST: $30.00 to your church

BRING: Sleeping bag, pillow, clothes

(including tennis shoes for work, a hat,

bathing suit and towel), sunscreen,

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:

HOMETOWN NAZARETH
JUNE 20 - 24, 2011
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
VOLUNTEERS

Family Leaders:
Kay Maize, The MacLeod Family,

SUMMER MlSSION . Nina Berger , Becky Dees

Shop Leaders:

Food Market — John Meister, Jesse and Patty May
Bead Shop/Rock Quarry — Steve Maize
Carpentry Shop — Will Burnett and Kathy Kortkamp
Synagogue School — Mike Elliott
Olive Oil Shop — Patty Brewer and Ann Bell

Drama — Serena Smith and Katrina Wheaton

water bottle & personal hygiene items

Serve God.

Serve the community.

First Presbyterian Church and St. Andrew Presbyterian Church are team- Di ,
inners Volunteers:

ing up for three days of service, fun and fellowship. We will work at The Sunday Sarah Circle - Sue Bowersock’s TGIF group

. . . Planning committee members: Kay Maize, Marge McCament, Libby Engdahl Whitele
Martineztown House of Neighborly Service, a garden sponsored by 5 y g y kng y

Thanks to Deb Fisher-Rebstock, John Rebstock and Ellen Peterson for their leadership

Seed 2 Need, Rio Grande Food Project and Roadrunner Food Bank. : :
in our Intergenerational Summer Sunday School!

We’'ll also swim, watch movies and eat lots of pizza! Looking ahead —

Sunday, August 14 - Sunday School Teacher Training
Sunday, August 21 — Sunday School begins

PRESBYTERIAN MESSENGER * PAGE 8 JULY 2011 * PAGES



Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1. 2.
9:00 AM Set up chairs at Menaul
l J ] Y School - Hart Park
3. 4. S. 6. 7. 8. 9.
ANNUAL INDEPENDENCE DAY 9:30 AM Archives 8:00 AM Youth Summer Mission Youth Summer Mission Continues
CELEBRATION AT MENAUL SCHOOL / INDEPENDENCE DAY 9:30 AM Sunbonnet begins
HART PARK [301 Menaul Blvd. NE / HOLIDAY 10:00 AM Program Staff Meeting
Menaul and Broadway]
Church Office & ACG
9:30 AM—PRE-SERVICE CONCERT CLOSED
10:00 AM—WORSHIP SERVICE - 4:30 PM Tuesday Study & Prayer 5:00 PM Youth Summer
11:00 AM—PICNIC Mission Ends
7:45 PM AA Meeting
8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Outside Worship| ACG SUMMER SESSION III BEGINS 9:30 AM Archives
Space 9:30 AM Library Committee 9:30 AM Sunbonnet 11:30 AM Homeless Networking
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (except Through the 9:30 AM Program Staff Meeting Meeting
Bible Class)
10:00 AM Meet FPC/Inquirer’s Class 1:30 PM Samaritan/Healthy Marriages Staff
11:00 AM Worship Service Meeting 4:30 PM Tuesday Study & Prayer
7:45 PM AA Meeting
8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Outside Worship|9:30 AM Library Committee 9:30 AM Archives
Space 9:30 AM Sunbonnet MESSENGER DEADLINE
9:30 AM Blood Pressure Clinic 10:00 AM General Staff Meeting
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (except Through the 1:30 PM Samaritan/Healthy Marriages Staff
Bible Class) Meeting
10:15 AM New Members w/Session
11:00 AM Worship Service - Sanctuary
12:00 PM All-Church Luncheon 4:30 PM Tuesday Study & Prayer
7:45 PM AA Meeting
24, 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30.
8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Outside Worship|9:30 AM Library Committee 9:30 AM Archives
Space 9:30 AM Sunbonnet
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (except Through the MESSENGER MAILING

Bible Class)
11:00 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary

1:30 PM Samaritan/Healthy Marriages Staff
Meeting

4:30 PM Tuesday Study & Prayer

7:45 PM AA Meeting

31.

8:45 AM Early Worship Service, Outside Worship
Space

NO SUNDAY SCHOOL (except Through the
Bible Class)

11:00 AM Worship Service, Sanctuary




